The Bloody Assize
Crown, however much he might personally disagree with
his client's principles. As Erskine said at a later date
when he appeared for Tom Paine and was criticized for
doing so, "I will for ever, at all hazards, assert the dignity,
independence and integrity of the English Bar; without
which impartial justice, the most valuable part of the
English Constitution, can have no existence." Jeffreys was
immune from such ideals. He regarded his profession as
an arena for office-hunters in which he was a successful
gladiator. There are some who in more recent times
have followed his example and had their share of the loaves
and fishes, but they are not the men who have been beloved
by their own generation, or are remembered with honour
by the Bar of to-day.
When his Counsel had all endeavoured to argue his
case, and ceased, after continuous insults from the Bench, to
carry on the useless struggle, Baxter himself intervened to
say a few words, and the judge stopped him. " Richard,
Richard," he said in his jeering way, " dost thou think we
will hear thee poison the Court ? Richard, thou art an
old fellow, an old knave; thou hast written books enough
to load a cart; every one is as full of sedition as an egg is
full of meat; hadst thou been whipped out of thy writing
trade forty years ago, it had been happy. Thou pretendest
to be a preacher of the gospel of peace, and thou hast one
foot in the grave, it is time for thee to think what account
thou intendest to give; but I leave thee to thyself, and I
see thou wilt go on as thou hast begun ; but by the grace
of God, I'll look after thee. I know thou hast a mighty
party, and I see a great many of the brotherhood in corners
waiting to see what will become of their mighty Don ; and
a Doctor of the party (this was the " silver-tongued divine,"
Dr Bates) at your elbow; but by the grace of Almighty
God, I will crush you all."
The servile jury did not leave the Bar, and found Baxter
guilty as the Lord Chief directed.   He was remanded for
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